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sentatives form every kind of State-Kingdoms, Republics, 
Socialist States, Communist States-can meet under the elastic 
constitution of the new International Labour Organisation and 
agree upon standards of working conditions for the beneh ol 
the people of the whole world. Goodwill alone is essential to 
the fulfilment of the ideals of the Labour Organisation. I he 
Washington Conference gave substantial promise that goodwill 
among men oi different races and nationalities, whic-h has been 
conspicuously absent from so many International Conferences 
in the past, is not only attainable, but that it is in process of 
realisation. 
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The International Federation of Metal Workers held its 
eighth congress at Copenhagen from August 20th to 26th. 

This Federation, which is one of the most important of the 
niganisations affiliated to the International Federation of 
Trade Unions at Amsterdam, has seen its membership increase 
trom 1,100,000- members in 1914 to 2,500,000 at the .end of 1919. 

It publishes a monthly bulletin, "The International Metal 
Workers' Review " in three languages, the circulation of 
which was maintained during the war by the help of the Swiss 
.iiid Danish Trade Unions. 

The Copenhagen Congress, which was the first held 
;>iiice 1913, had, as its principal object, the reorganisation of 
I he International Federation. The Secretariat had continued 
in Germany during the war but the activity of the Federation 
liad been interruipted by the refusal of the British organisa- 
(ions to continue relations with the German and Austrian 
niganisations, even through neutrals. 

Although the date of the Congress had been twice post- 
poned not all of the affiliated organisations were present 
Consequently the Congress was not as representative as might 
li.ivc been wished. Discussion was, however, carried on with 
iiilcrest, and important resolutions were adopted. 

Hie most difficult question, that of the transfer of the seat 
nl I he Federation to a neutral country and the appointment 
nt liesh officers, gave rise during the opening days to long 
discussions both in committee and in plenary session. There 
were limes when agreement on these essential points seemed 
doubtful. 

A resolution on international relations which was to mark 
(Mil a ( lear course for the future gave rise to a long discussion 
:il ilit; end of which the various points of view were so har- 
iiioiiised IhnI a unanimous vole was secured. 



A motion on the eight hour day, demanding the ratification 
of the Washington Conventions, was unanimously adopted 

without discussion. . i-x- j 

Although the points of view and the nationalities seemed, 
especially at the beginning, to be in rather sharp conflict, the 
sessions presided over by Messrs. Hansen (Denmark), So au 
(Belgium), and Reichel (Germany) were quite calm and the 
discussion was conciliatory and courteous. ^ _ ^ , ,. 

The very hearty reception given by the Danish Federation 
to those attending the Congress and the visits to the remark- 
able institutions set up in the country by the trade union or- 
ganisation, labour halls, co-operative societies, printing worlis 
Itc contributed to bring the various delegations together and 
the Congress closed in a spirit of very marked solidarity. 

Representation. - The following countries were repre- 
sented at the Congress : Germany, Austria Hungary, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, Belgium, France, Den- 
mark, Holland. 

The report on the examination of credentials showed 49 
delegates present, representing 11 countries, 16 organisations 
and 2,168,307 members. , j u , 

The International Labour Office was represented by a 
delegate sent from Geneva to attend the Congress. 

Agenda of the Congress. - The agenda of the Congress 
included the following questions :— 

1. Constitution of the Congress. 

2. Report of the Secretary and discussion. 

3. Internationar Relations. 

4. Discussion of the Constitution. , ^ „ o 4 

5. Choice of the seat of the Federation and of the Secretaiy. 

Proposals regarding the re-organisation of the Federation 
and the revision of the Constitution had been sent by tl 
English and Belgian Federations. The International Secretaiy. 
moreover, presented a detailed report. 



The Opening Session. 

The First Session opened under the presidency of Mr. .!. A. 
Hansen, the President of the Metal Workers Union ol Dm- 
m ■ k' Welcoming Ihe delegates he drew att^ention to_ the .ul ■ 
u4| presnUed by ibis reconslilulion of the Trade Umon hde, 
„j,lional immedialely followmg on the war ,„.„^,„,,i, ,. 

Afl.T n...niMalinK (•...nnuiliees respons.l.le .>r p, rs Mil .« 
,h;,il ,rs,.lurn.ns(.n ll.c |Mii.ci|.;il .pi. slioiis .u, 11,.- Agciuin, n.i 
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The affiliated organisation in Great Brita^in had not been 

et'°tS'/ptf!1^ because of the important mt^tlngslh c£ 

nlVnH o^ ?^ ^ England in connection with events in 

l^o^and, and had asked that the Congress be postponed until 

The Italian affiliated organisation was not renresentPrt 
l-ecause of a conflict imminent in the metal ?ndu try 

.The Luxemburg Federation also regretted that^t found 
il impossible to attend. s^cueu max it tound 

Finally, the Russian Delegation, led by Mr Schlanniknff i 



The General Report. 

Mr. A. Schlickle^ the President of the Metal Wnr1.p.rc' 
;cdera ion of Germany and Secretaiy S thTliieSa onal 
federation, presented the report intei national 

He reminded the meeting that, at the Berlin Conaress in 

1913, precise and definite agreements were come to for tb^ 

'nions^"The1aT\'^^ continental unions and the Engl sh 

ete coSftntlnn'A'^^'^'^^ ".P ^" '^'' connection a com- 

i:Su^;S bTr '::t ''-'-' °^ ''''' ^^^ n^^ot^^^:^ 

A detailed statement was then made concerning the intelli 
MMce and propaganda sections, the establishment of rti^ns la 
mn office, representation at Congress, administration mem 
■nd'oJ^iqiQ'r"""""'^!' !!T"S*- ™« ^^«t showedlhat' afthe' 
of 2,500,So."'^ ^'^ ^'^^^'^^^ *^"t °^ ^ ^°tal membershJ^ 

ll^cTipi?ef sfaled^L?r'r 1 ^^ ''''' °^ *'^ International, 
1 ir, 1 fu T3 -x- , ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ steps were taken in Aueust 
by the British section, which asked that the sJat should 
..•established m Great Britain, but the secretar at consider^ 
lial the ques ion could be settled only by a Congress ^rfued 

Ff:!rts'S=reladf b/T"' ^^-^^ilte/y after tl'lrSiSce 

nous were made by the secretariat to call an internatinnaT 

-.ngress, but without success. They were resumed after S^e 

li^hlapnikoff, a delegate of the workers' organisation and people'. 

sH,!!:^;^';;;;!'';!;:,,:::;l:l:r';^;■ -'-,"y;^«/- ^T"|y -^-^^^ «„ labour 

"-.. .s ,1,.. aimi..,.cai,i,„.i in II,. su,;,' .,. , n 'o ^■""■■■"""■'>' '" ""' -""'^ 
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signature of peace. Originally fixed for the 1st June, 1920 he 
Congress had been postponed to the 20th July because of the 
elections in Germany, then, as a result of Enghsh countei- 

P^roSdSng^Zlchtke declared himself in fa.our of a 
transfer of the'seat from Germany to a neutral country, events 
having made such a course necessary. r^^^h it 

At the beginning of the discussion on the General Repoit it 
was Understood thft the question of war responsibility should 
he let alone and that only the fnture should be^^-f^^^^^-^i,^. 

Some criticisms were voiced, mainly by the German dele 
gate M™ oLmann S regarding the inactivity o^ the -.r-ariat 
L. Eeclers (Belgium), Mr Kummer (^f ™^;^g f f ^ ^^^ J^^^^^^^ 
(-Austria) remarked on the absence of the British. Ueiiniie 
iuesioni were also raised by M. Merrheim (France) with 
regard to the relations with the Russian orgamsations. 

'm. Schticke, after having read th^ letter from the E^aglish 
Federation explaining its absence, stated that the Russian deK, 
Ste Mr ScSUil^oi had asked that the Congress should be 
f d o'urned against which the English had protested. Mr 
iSnikoff had then telegraphed to all the various countries 
that fte International Secretariat was mismanagmg the 

"^"l" Merrheim demanded Very strongly that the Congress 
should b.e informed of the controversy which took place « 
tC Dress between Mr. Hansen (Denmark), responsible foi the 
orean'sation of the Congress, and the Russian delega ion n> 
orfe? thaT all the delegates might be able to explam m then- 
own countries the absence of the Russians. , , u- 

Mr Hansen (Denmark) stated that m 1918 he went to Fin- 
land and to Switzerland, where he met Mr. Schlapnikoff, wi h 
whom he came to no understanding and had no deahngs unl 1 
Tune 1920 At that date he received a telegrani accusing Mi. 

be S fof'lhe Mh Lgiist, in accordance wth the Bnlisl, 

'"'X^Men-heim wished to be able to reply to the reproaches 
„hS ha" bee" brought against the Federatron of havn,„ 

• n„. rMfH,-ne of the Solingcn District Mctiil Wr.r 

t,^!;sJ^::t^;^s::;;S>;--."""':"«"'"'''' """ 

„r ii„. I,,« nl.ilU.S V;,''"',;'!?'" !,"'l','.™"' h. tlie I-ell of the M.e.l »■...*,■,»■ 

,vt;j;:::'r:;.:;'"::.H:i''-H:'"" • 

llili'l'iiiilioiiiil. 
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ignored the Russians because they were communists, and he 
insisted that the Congress should obtain all necessary informa- 
lion and documents. Mr. Hansen stated that there was no 
record of Mr. Schlapnikoff's speech. 

The discussion was closed by the following vote on the 
Agen4a^ sent in by Mr. Merrheim (France) : — 

" The Eighth Congress of the International Federation of Metal 
Workers approves the General Report presented by the secretariat, and 
decides to pass to the discussion of the questions on the Agenda. " 

The Financial Report was afterwards adopted without dis- 
cussion. 



International Relations. 

This item dealt with the practical means of bringing about 
international reciprocity and of laying down the lines to be 
lollowed by the Federation in the future. 

The. secretary, Mr. Schlicke, blamed the English organisa- 
lions, who had made no reply to his overtures, for the failure 
lo maintain international relations during the war. He was 
i)f opinion that the International Labour Office at Geneva 
would be able to help the International Federation in resuming 
i(-lations and generally in the study of social questions. 

Mr. Schlicke made a statement regarding the alterations to 
l)c brought about in the constitution, and declared himself 
opposed to a centralised organisation. The Secretariat must 
not direct the Federation. Conferences of the Central Commit- 
Ice should be convened and these Conferences should be held 
ill different places. Political questions should be decided by 
I lie national organisations. 

Mr. V. Stein (Austria) declared himself in favour of close 
co-operation between the political and trade union organi- 
sations. Mr. F. Kummer (Germany), after some criticism of 
liie Secretariat considered that it was essential that the Inter- 
ualional spirit, which is insufficiently "alive" in the English 
.iiid Americans, should be developed. Propaganda in official 
newspapers was not enough ; it must be carried on increas- 
ingly throughout the labour press. A permanent Secretariat 
must, moreover, be established, and a Secretary chosen. The 
liclgians and the French asked that the seat should be trans- 
trrred to' a neutral country, and that an Executive Committee 
lionld be set up. This proposal was absolutely justifiable. 
Only Holland and Switzerland were available, but, as it had 
111)1 been possible to come to an agrciement in Committee, a 
Icinporary secretariat might be established and the, question 
postponed to a future Congress. 

As the Belgian and French delegates were opposed to post- 
IHiiicnu'iil, the Central Committee was asked to meet again in 
'iilcr to draw up a resolution which would be unanimously 
Mii'plcd by tlic Congress. 
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This resolution was submitted to the Congress by Mr. 
Dissmann, and gave rise to an important discussion in which 
the different .points of view were developed. 

Mr. Dissmann (Germany) was of the opinion that the Lon- 
er ess should express its agreement with the officers of the 
International Trade Union Bureau of Amsterdam, especially 
with regard to the aggressive policy of Poland. 

The Central Committee had appointed a commission to 
draw up a resolution which would apply not only to the past 
war and to the Russo-Polish war, but to war generally. Ihe 
army and the munition workers were the two factors m war. 
All war should be condemned as it can never solve economic 
and social questions. 

Brute force was responsible for hindering the development 
of civilisation. Right had always been violated by might. In 
the past, neutrality had been violated in the name of right. In 
the same way the right of peoples to self-determination had 
been violated. The treaties of Brest-Litovsk, Versailles and 
St Germain had not respected the rights of the workers. The 
statesmen had been guided by the interests of capitalists. At 
this moment the international situation was becoming com- 
plicated in every country. i. j r i 
Changes had occurred since the war, monarchies had tal- 
len, but caipitalism continued to govern the world. We were 
not in a position to judge the Russian system, but the prole- 
tariat was fighting for socialism and, if it was defeated, socia- 
lism also would be defeated. For that reason it was necessary 
to defend the Russian revolution. An appeal should be ad- 
dressed to the Metal Workers engaged in the manufacture ol 
munitions and the manufacture of war material should be pre- 
vented. . .. , .,, ,, 

Mr Richard Miiller (Germany) was not satisfied with the 
result of this Congress. The absence of the Russian comrades 
showed the weakness of the labour movement. The Con- 
gress should be an example of increasing activity to the various 
sections of the International and should show them the road 

to follow. , , ,T 11 

Germany, like all the countries affected by the war, would 
shortly be in a revolutionary condition. They must prepare 
for direct action. The boycott of Hungary showed that llie 
workers w^ere ready. n ^^ t t 

It was not possible to give in a resolution all the torms o 
action, but it must be pointed out that the International should 
prevent the manufacture of munitions. _ 

Although he was not in agreement with the maionly ol 
the Central Committee as to the methods of action, he gave 
his support in order to olMain a unanimous vote. 

Mr Mcrrheim (France) agreed with the rcsoluliou drawn 
iin l.v ll>e C»'i.lral Comniiltee, but tliought Mr. MliIUt wns 
gniuj'' outside Ihe sulv.ierl In discussing the tactics of the Inlcr- 
i,.||i,Hi;d In view ot'llie liilci iiaiioiiai's progiamme ol anion. 
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it was not possible to discuss it thoroughly at this- unrepre- 
sentative Congress. 

He rejoiced to see that the Germans were exhibiting a more 
revolutionary spirit than before the war, and that they were 
1 0-day condemning methods which they formerly excused. As 
lor adopting the Russian method, that meant civil war in 
every country. He refused to accept this. In France there 
were ten million peasants to be taken into account. 

In Russia there was not at present any trade union move- 
ment. A Central Committee had militarised the trade union- 
ists, who came under army discipline in case of infringement 
of the law. At Moscow the creation of a new Trade Union 
International had been decided upon. It was said that the 
liussian revolution proclam«d the bankruptcy of Socialism; 
I Ills was false : on the contrary he throught that Communism 
led to militarism. 

It was necessary to seek out all means of strengthening the 
Trade Union International, but no one was entitled to decide 
\i>v Russian methods unless he was prepared to let loose civil 
war in his own countrj^ In Germany, moreover, as in the 
olher countries, it must not be forgotten that the state of mind 
III ihe masses had not undergone such a great change, for the 
■ Irvelopment of the strength of the trade unions since the 
war was due above all to material interests. 

Mr. Hass (Germany) did not approve of Russian methods 
winch were dominated by the mihtarism of Brussiloff. They 
were all against capitalism, and for socialism ; but each coun- 
liy should be allowed to choose its own tactics. 

Mr. Stein (Austra), said that he and Mr. Dissmann had 
asked for a resolution relating only to the war against Russia, 
tnr war in itself might be necessary for the defence of socialism. 

The French and the Belgians had asked for a resolution 
.i,';;iinst war in general, and against all wars. Methods of action 
were not under discussion ; moreover, there was not sufficient 
iiitormation concerning the Bolshevist methods. In the interest 
lit Ihe workers it was essential that they should remain united 
inid not split up the Trade Union International of Amsterdam. 
Alter a fresh appeal by Mr. Dissmann for the adoption of 
Ihe resolution prepared by the Central Committee, the latter 
WHS voted unanimously. This resolution condemned all war, 
" iiiiy occupation of a country and any intervention or inter- 
IVrence open or disguised, by any Government whatsoever, in 
Ihe tree right of peoples freely to determine the form of their 
I'onslilution or of their Government ", as well as " any past or 
hiluic violation of the neutrahty or the independence of a 
Minion, whatever pretext be put forward to justify such viola- 
linn." 

I'lic resolution stigmatised the powerlessness of Govern- 
niciiis lo bi'ing about peace and attacked the intervention in 
hiissia. It confirmed the agreement of the International Fede- 
liilion of M(-la! Woikcrs willi llir 'I'rade Union International 
(if Anislei'dam. 



The Eight Hour Day. 



The following motion, proposed by Mr. Merrlieim (France), 
was adopted unanimously by the Congress without discussion : 

" The Eighth International Congress of Metal Workers takes cognizance 
of the fact that in all the countries represented at the Congress, the Eight 
Horn- Day insofar as it is in force has been obtained by Trade Union pressure 
and afterwards ratified by conventions and laws. It declares, therefore, that 
the duty of the organisations affiliated to the International Federation of 
Metal Workers is to secure that the principles contained in the International 
Labour Convention of Washington shall be introduced before the 1st July 
1921 in the legal system of each country, and to oppose by all possible means 
any exemptions which have for their object the indefinite prolongation ol 
the eight-hour day in violation of the principle of this reform. " 



The Re-Organisation of the Federation. 

The Headquarters of the Federation. 

Before discussion by the Congress, the following motion 
was adopted by the Central Committee fixing the new seat ot 
the International Federation and at the same time its new 
administration. 

(1) The seat of the International Federation shall be transferred !<• 
Switzerland. The Swiss Federation of Metal Workers and Watcli- 
makers is requested to make itself responsible for the Secretarliil. 
and the necessary preparations for the transfer of the seat. 

(2) The International Federation shall be administered by Executive 
officials including an International Secretary and three memb(;f(4 
elected by the Congress, account being taken of the three olbciid 
languages at the Congress. 

(3) The Central Committee shall be maintained with the same powci'N 
as at present in accordance with the Constitution of the Inteniil- 
tional Metalworkers' Federation. 

(4) The International Congress and its powers shall remain as at pi'i'' 
sent. 

Mr. Schlicke (Germany) enlarged upon the reasons juslil'y- 
ino the transfer of the seat, a necessary step to overcome llic 
suspicions of labour. After having stated the geographical im 
sons for which the Central Committee had chosen the town ol 
Berne, Mr. Schlicke added that it was necessary to work loi' 
a closer co-operation with the Trade Union International ol 
Amsterdam, in accordance with the mandate which had hrcji 
given to the Zurich Conference in 1913. 

As for the International Labour Office at Geneva, he coii- 
sidercd Ihat it was inipossihh" to see in this Office an aiillidr- 
ily sui)erimposed on Tiade Union organisation. II was in Ilic 
inleresls of Ihc workers lo snpporL ii, for il was develo|nn|4 
in !i direction favoural)lc and advanlageous to Ihcni. Tlie Ger- 
mans on,o|il lo iwnlicipalc nioi'c in ils work. Tliey slionlil 
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collaborate in the same way as the representatives of other 
countries m the International Labour Office 
, I ^^^Z an interruption by Mr. J. O. Johansson (Sweden) 
•isking that the seat should be iixed at Copenhagen the pro- 
Ijosal of the Central Committe was put Jthe v^ote, and'^ad- 

The seat of the International Federation of Metal Workers 
will therefore be transferred to Berne. 

Mr. Ilg„ the delegate of the Swiss Organisation, was then 
:.|)pomced provisional International Secretary until the nex! 
< -ongress, Avhich will take place in April 1991 



Appointment of the Executive. 
The appointment of the Executive occasioned brisk dis- 

nr lb?V?7"?*'' ^^^'I^^i^'y^ considered that the appointment 

is Mr F n' should be referred back to the different coun- 

,f f^-F-J^onnes (Austria), asked, on the contrary, that 

•^ans°stnnM b'"'"'^ ^y '^" ^°"g^^^^ ^"d that the Scandt 
iiavians should have a representative. Mr. Ilg (Switzerland^ 

■I kedTa?^lh'"""f VSf S?T^^^ ^^^t Switleiland had not 

i ere anH tW I °^?" federation should be established 

, fn tL T t ;^ould-only accept it in order to be of ser- 

rried om ^^''1^^''^' msisted that the election should be 

'.nued out by the Congress, as the new Secretary could not 

•liler upon his functions without his Office. Mr. Dissmann (Ger 

many) declared himself in favour of the postponement of the 

.■ .pomtmeii of the Executive until the Congress of 192i: In any 

; V M l'°''u .Organisations should make these appoint- 

onts. Mr. Merrheim (France) insisted, on the contrary!^ that 

Ihis^nommaiion should be made by the Congress 

Ihe principle of the nomination of the Executive by the 
( .<.ngress was put to the vote and adopted. 

The appointment of the members gave rise to further dis- 
cussion of a lively nature. Mr. Dissmann (Germany) asked that 
.., appointing the Executive, the number of members whose 
subscriptions were paid up to date shoujld be taken into 
■■icronut m accordance with the Constitution 

Mr. Merrheim (Fiance) replied forcibly that during the 

o e Congress the French delegation had endeavoured to 

>o,e he past, but that, smce reference was now made to 

. I, 1 ,!.n?,' iT' 1°^^'^*''^ t°;^^ll attention to the fact that 
lliclnlei national had remamed in Germany, during the war 
''"Hilary to the Constitution. ^ 

Mr. Kummer (Germany) reproached Mr. Dissmann with 
•ying lo create a schism. The latter replied vigorously 
- Iliese rnlicisnis, rnnindiiig tlie Congress that he was one of 
ilnr ,. who IiihI su pporled Ihc liilernalional during the war 
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Mter a short discussion with regard to the languages to be 
lepresented on the Executive, it was unanimously agreed 
lal the following members should be appointed. 

Switzerland . . . . . ' . . . Mr. Ilg, Secretary. 

Germani] . . Mr. Dissmann. 

France ' " . ■ ■ Mr. Merrheim. 

kandinavian Countries .... Mr. Hansen. 
Great Britain : The Committee would ask the British or- 
ganisation to appoint its representative. 



Revision of the Constitution. 

The Belgian Metal Workers proposed some modifications 
lothe Constitution. These aimed in particular at making the 
International Federation a centre of action and of life, nol 
iierly an office engaged in routine transmission of informa- 
lioa; also to make the Secretariat responsible to the Intermi- 
lioiial Central Committee instead of being under the control 
litis own Organisation as heretofore. 

These proposals, which met with the approval of the Coii- 
(less were supported by the retiring Secretary, Mr Schlickc. 
«ho proposed, moreover, to define the tasks of the Federation 
IS follows : — 

Exchange of reports; publication- and discussion of the more 
important events in connection with the trade union move- 
ment, economic activity and labour legislation; and publication 
of any documents making for international co-operation. 

Improvement of the relations between the organisations ol 
tlie various countries on the following lines :— 

(a) Defence of the rights of members of organisations allil 
iated to the Federation during their residence in 
foreign countries, and the drawing up of regulaLionn 
concerning the transference of Trade Unionists belong- 
ing to the organisation of one country into thai ol' 
another country. 

(b) Support of the efforts made in the interest of Iradc 
union organisation in the countries where Metal Wor- 
kers Unions do not yet exist or are still weak. 

(c) Estabhshment and observation of the principles rcKU- 
lating moral and pecuniary help in times of strikes aiitl 
lock-outs. 

' (d) Organisation of International Congress of Metal WoiK 
ers. 
licforc llie Congress the British section had foruiiilaliMJ 
Hionosals applying piirlicnlarly lo the relations between tin 
Sirirlarial, llu' Cenlrat Connnillee and the national sechon 
loiissistanrc in case ot strikes, .•uid lo means ol' informal n.n, 
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all of which would come up for discussion at the revision ot 
I lie Constitution. One of them, which concerns the Internat- 
ional Labour Office is as follows :-- 

" The Peace Treaty gives to tlie employers' and woAers' organisations 
ol all the associated countries the power to discuss and to come to an under- 
sliindmg on questions relating to the industrial problems of the said eoun- 
I lies, and further to regulate the relations between them with the object of 
N<curing harmony, preventing unfair competition and securing uniformity 
Ml the legislation relating to industry in the different countries and 
111 Its application. The essential object of the Treaty is to prevent 
iiiiy conflict between national interests and to make misunderstandings 
I 111 ween the Nations improbable, and, in case such misunderstandings 
^liould nevertheless arise, to provide means for concihating the parties. 
Associating itself with the views of the Peace Treaty, and considering that 
I lie said object is in perfect harmony with the objects of the Federation, the 
( ongress decides that, whenever the occasion arises it shall be free to lend 
assistance to, or to participate in the movements or conferences involved in 
'■1 proceeding from, the said Peace Treaty." 

Other proposals were jjresented relating to increased sub- 
■ < riptions, to the constitution of the Executive Committee, its 
powers and those of the Secretary, the jurisdiction of the 
l'\'derated Organisations and of the International Congress. 

Certain of these, such as the creation of the Executive 
on ice, were decided, but in view of the fact that a further 
Congress is to be held in April 1921 at which all the National 
Organisations will be represented, the majority of these ques- 
lions were only touched upon, and the general revision of the 
Constitution was referred to the Central Committee to be 
Ill-ought up at the next Congress. 



l5efore the termination of the Congress, Mr. Merrheim, as 
spokesman of the Delegates, thanked Mr. Schlicke for the 
work which he had done for long years at the head of the 
• ''('deration. After stating that in removing the seat of the 
Secrelariat the sole aim of the Congress had been the recon- 
>ili 111 lion of the International, Mr. Merrheim appealed to all the 
niganisations to develop together, in a spirit of solidarity and 
ol mutual confidence, the power of the Trade Union Interna- 
tional. 



mn 



STUDIES AND REPORTS 

already issued : 

(1) — In English and in French. 

Coal production in the Ruhr district. Enquiry by the 
International Labour Offiee, end of May 1920. (Series B No. 1, 
issued, on September 1st 1920.) 

Staff regulation of the french railways. (Series D No. 1, 
issued on September 8th 1920.) 

The consumers' co-operative societies in 1919. Denmark 
and Sweden. (Series H No. 1, issued on September 8th 1920.) 

Seventh Congress of the Belgian co-operative office. 
(Series H No. 2, issued on September 2.')th 1920.) 

The agreement between the Spanish workers' organisa- 
tions. (Series A No. 1, issued on September 25th 1920.) 

International congress of workers in the food and drink- 
trades. (Series A No. 4, issued on October 11th 1920.) 

The miners' international. (Series A No. 7, issued on October 
19th 1920.) 

The international labour organisation a comparison 
(Series A No. 8, issued on October 21th 1920.) 

(2) — In English only. ^ 

Annual meeting of the trades union congress 1920. 
(Series A No. 3, issued on October 4th 1920.) 

The BRITISH government and the miners' federation OI'- 

GREAT BRITAIN. (Series A No. 5, issued on October 13th 1920.) 

(3) — In French only. ^ 

Le gonflit des metallurgistes en italie. — Le CONTROLI'. 
SYNDicAL DANS l'indIjstrie. (Series A No. 2, issued on 
September 25th 1920,) 

Documents relatifs aux projets d'organisation inteh- 

NATIONALE POUR LA REPARTITION DES MATIEHES PREMhIrKH 

ou DES denrees alimentaires. (Series B No. 2, issued (tn 
October 5th 1920) 

Le congres de l'internationale ouvriere et socialisti-;. 
(Series A No. 6, issued on October 14th 1920.) 



' 111 ciist'H where the J'iiif^lisli or l<'rench text of a Report liiis nol, yo'' 
Ixcii pulilinlii d, il will be iKsiide nl ii Inter date. 
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The British Government and the Miners' 
Federation of Great Britain. 



THE CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND THE TRIPLE INDUSTRIAL ALLIANCE 

,'i!': "ii^lfik!f;£vSr o7 rrr ^'^^^^ ^-^ 

/'/'• Industrial AmaTce komuZ^^^ ^"''«^^ «^^ i^e Tri- 

'nmsport workers) "n o^nZti^^^^^^^^ railwaymen and 

rrderation of Great BnlZ ^' '^'"^' "f '^« ^^'^e^^' 

iloims were as follows : "'^'^"cert on the 6th July. These 

and -/9d for boys. " ^/ « ^/^'/^ for men, 1/- for youths 
'I'''' SSm/'''^' "'' G^'^^'-'^rnent defmitehj declined to concede 

'" 'linnincrte ir^ all Zlill^n/Mer'^^^^^^^ jre handed i'n 

lite President of the Board ryiTr. i o ^ September. 
!'■'' Il>e miners' eJecutl^ZLt hmonm''tV '^^™^' '^''- 
'!-loj.oid any ^surrderstandl^^S ^s ^'^J'^I^^SL: ^Zs 

/'''/!/'X't"/,S,:f iC^f f///^- Conference was 
<>l/i<r. Scries A. N^ 5 ^ ""' "'' International Labour 
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